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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-7 are pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. It is noted that an Information Disclosure Statement has not been filed on this 
application. 

i 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

■ 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. A centralized server farm has not been disclosed or described 
in the specification. The specification is only directed to a centralized authentication 
server. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 

* 

described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. Network fingerprint sensors relying on the centralized server 
for functional operations has not been disclosed or described in the specification. The 
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specification is only directed to sensors comprising a fingerprint capture subsystem and 
a network communication subsystem, clearly functional operations. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

♦ 

Regarding claim 2, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

* * 1 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - ; , 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Klinger et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2004/0128519, hereinafter 
Klinger). 

Regarding claim 1 , Klinger teaches a network fingerprint authentication system 

■ »» 

which comprising (abstract): 
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- a) multiple, remote, network connected network fingerprint sensors (fig, 3), 

- b) a centralized server farm, operable to communicate with the network 
fingerprint sensors, and including a plurality of computer servers, each of 
which can simultaneously control, optimize, obtain fingerprint data, analyze 
fingerprint data, authenticate and verify the identities of the fingerprints for 
multiple remote network connected fingerprint sensors (paragraphs 43-44), 
and 

- c) a communication network utilizing the TCP/IP (Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol) protocol suite utilized by elements (a) and (b) 
above for communication (paragraphs 37-41). 

Regarding claim 2, Klinger teaches wherein the communication network can 
also be a wireless network protocol such as 802.1 1x, or BlueTooth (paragraphs 32-35). 

Regarding claim 3, Klinger teaches wherein the network fingerprint sensors rely 
on the centralized server for functional operations (paragraphs 43-45). 

Regarding claim 4, Klinger teaches wherein the network fingerprint sensor is 
comprised of a fingerprint capture subsystem and a network communication subsystem 
(fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Klinger teaches wherein the network fingerprint sensors 
include elements for performing a serial or parallel to Ethernet (IEEE 802.3), or wireless 
bridging function (paragraphs 32-35). 

Regarding claim 6, Klinger teaches in which there is no physical connection to a 
computer (paragraphs 32-35). 
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Regarding claim 7, Klinger teaches in which the network fingerprint sensor 
captures fingerprint data and sends it to the authentication server via a network 
(paragraphs 43-44). 
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Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David G. Cervetti whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5861. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00 am - 5:00 pm, off 
on Wednesday. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on (571) 272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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